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thousand horses when he marched out of Agra to give battle to the
Mughals. In addition, he had at his command a large squad of
.artillery which he sent in advance towards Panipat. The famed
.gunners Mubarak Khan and Mahabit Khan were in charge of this
force. As luck would have it, these heroes of many wars were
taken unawares by an advance column of the Mughal army and
killed along with nearly two thousand men. A large number of big
and small-size guns fell into Mughal hands. This was a haul that
cheered Bairam Khan. A grievous blow to the enemy had been
struck, but Hemu was undaunted by this reverse. He regarded
the elephant and not the gun as the decisive factor in a battle.
The five thousand well-trained and well-fed war elephants he had
on his side were his trump card, and he planned to hurl this mass
of ferocity in the fray as soon as the battle was joined. Hemu him-
self rode on Hawai, an animal so strong that, according to Abul
Fazl, it could "hurl a mountain to the sky with a gentle flick of
his trunk." Other famous elephants like Ghalib Jang, Gaj Bahadur,
Jor Bhayan, Fauj Madar and Kali Beg were assigned to high-
ranking officers. Confident of crushing the Mughal force, estimated
at twelve thousand men, under the feet of his elephants, Hemu
threw caution to the winds, and launched an offensive as soon as
contact was established between the advance guards of the two
armies. Another history-making battle raged on the plain of
Panipat on Thursday, 5 November 1056. The left and right wings
of the Mughal force wilted dangerously under relentless pressure
by Hemu's generals, prominent among whom was his sister's son
Ramaya. Then came a bolt from the blue that dramatically changed
the fortunes. An arrow struck Hemu in the eye and came out
from the back of his head. Writhing in pain, he collapsed inside
the howdah. Panic gripped the Afghans. News spread quickly that
Hemu was dead. In vain did the leaderless troops strain their eyes
to allay their worst fears. Dispirited, tbey broke formations and
fled. In the resultant confusion, Hawai, with its precious load still
on its back, ran away. A band of Mughal horsemen, led by Shall
Quli, gave chase, and succeeded in prevailing upon the mahout
to bring the animal to a halt. Hemu was taken prisoner. The test
of the story is best told in the words of Abul Fazl:
While everyone of the heroes was being brought into the pre-
sence and was receiving rewards temporal and spiritual. Shah